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Abstract: 


The Holy Qur'an comments on rise and fall of nations, thus laying down the moral 
principles to be followed for the rise and pointing out violations resulting into fall of 
human societies. The Muslim Historians, in general, have followed the same principles 
to judge rise and fall of nations, as that of Qur'an, in their historiographies. This paper 
studies the point of wiew of Muslim historians, in the light of explanations given by 
them, about the history and its philosophy. The Muslim Historian of high middle ages, 
Ibn Miskawayh believed in the use of philosophical wit instead of mere collection of 
events, on behalf of historian. Ibn Khaldun founded the philosophy of social 
historiography. Following him, the modern scientific and logical trends made it an art to 
unfold the collective human nature, conscience and culture. Zia al-DJn Barni and Mulla 
Abdul Qadir were first Muslim historians, in the Sub-Continent to follow the modern 
philosophy of History. Allamah ShiblJ compared the ideas of Western critics and Eastern 
Historians supporting the fact of going into the past for moral lessons, to achieve 
success in future. Allamah Iqbal believed that History is a mirror which reflects the 
whole human origin. Sayyed MawdudJ based his writing of history on the philosophy 
given by the Holy Qur'an. What the following article explores, is the fact that the Muslim 
scholars based their Philosophy of History in the Sub-Continent, as that of inferred from 
the Quranic narratives. 
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3 _>f (/*L£ w 

jlf ^(Herodotus: 484-425 BC)iAh 

History is a science of human action . 4 

:<z- JB^IrjIftaf(Aristotle: 384-322 BC) 

History is a mere collection of empirical facts . 5 
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Since everything in the universe does behave in 
accordance with its ingrained laws automatically obeys 
the “command” of God, the whole universe is 
therefore Muslim, surrendering to the will of God. 
Man is the only exception to this universal law, for he 
is the only being endowed with a free choice of 
obeying or disobeying the command of God. Just as it 
is “written into” every other creature, this command is 
written upon man’s heart. The only difference is that 
while every other creature follows its nature 
automatically, man ought to follow his nature; this 
transformation of the “goes” into “ought” is both the 
unique privilege and the unique risk of man. 19 
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JS& irfviJ’L/? u?<L* 

Suz^f^ ((JvlT ^-i_ yQli^ 

QjJ (jSjJj jjLa 5 i_jl9LLo $ .LaLta t^jj-j <_sL^s^l jL<j>I (O-Lc. 
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kind that has ever yet been created by any mind in any 

time or place . 37 

^“y(^dy 2 — 0 *f 0 

jt* s. 

c/-l ^>Jk <(Jr ^lU J.KL^^£C£f cl- yj ojjZs* d^-bllg i^cviJUyjf cvl^b ell 

iP^tsi &ly"tylS Jj dlsd \J\L 

■U 2 z£» 

cLc/i \f‘ jt £T ;jX\L-.\ "fjjt ^ 

jj\y jiJi ji-Pi ji-9hL yiJitz— ^ ijii (f 

[S’ i^L^l~Z ^ba- Jffi Jj ifS (^clJ<LL 1 c/l-f- ftl \/>rf 
d ~c- \jf<z— jj>?) iJjcJLpJ^ ! \J\<z~jy\<C~ 

fyO<d kS/b?lj y’d' 


143 



Jbj AL-AZVA 

if*J\ -c-^i/ 1 »fi — /m ^ bilk'<C~ Jjfj ifcJi/'eft/ } ff j*c\ j) 

Js\> iffbfs* ^tltf * t<£j -eJe sl/^ s„ fjij j>\ tff> ‘iS^lU’ iSb^s* Jtf' if 

-^/f^Lfifjtiff 

iff^ti Jf.zCjff ^-y'fblyi'&sfff-Oy.lf/-,Jf £-i)ijfif.\{f -»\U 
<L —/A.JvVi/Jyvili/^^ITc^h-c jffc-jf'H o^UC f>{jf S' 

’■i$2^0)-S 

if [si S if l> f^yi^&sbL ifI jf if jt zjtisJijj&ci- b^ t* f 

\Jfji)<L 1 ~\f J'&£• S Jstiff ijtff.ffl i&zf i-ff- c^ftyy 

iff jt yfjfJf.f (~f if J'stiffs. j)l [f a- ifljilfyJzL 

S ifilS^t-C-^0v ijf ^/iV7ilU> if SI ifl^L iffrpj* it/CL -{? r dff-)\f 

^^fiT^i 

ijjsi/fcf’^bti":j'ir!jLl/Gl938-1877)JC>l~'LuA^ 

iff if — fj£\ J>*!<£- J 1)7) Ji/>f £- i)s*} if if ij [f {Jlj)l2L-lff.fjj iftiL 

L^/ilJ'b^lsJ’ [ftcJ^jjl} c^ J )^jflff fcL'yf* i)[fiL- ijl/Siff^f 

J^j/ifl iJlfljliC—fly^^S^lJj^lScISjjlfiflifi/^C—etil t»bjt f 

if {$ i^l-cJcjt s' wiW" 

42 ~b^trfi /»j)t^f 2> ^[i^Ctij7Jif?/»^C)‘}£-i)'\) <C~ biff 
fLit (f ififlj'c^if'll/ifflf’lillSjy’Z—szZ—J'ijIsl^jf’iSjtif ifef^feJt} 

:^lf[f /ifjy>\ 

4-LsLc. <. o f> lj)jJajl I cJ-^ ^ 

( 'Ajit,/^if ifjj'&i^fji') 


144 




AL-AZVA 

^^ jf' i ^ *s4 jibZsiZ. _ jf^ 

j$ c < t^Su' i 4-u' l ‘^hf^^ r7 u Jiijjsi<£jijbj 

jZ J~" cf7 (jlZ^f i/* * S lj>*v- cjfjf c- mJI fVif fl }-£-. 

c^.s J" JW[jffj)lJ^' \S 

(J*\j^-<zJcJ'i}{7!j tSM lK cff jZ fbjyjJ. iff/ ~ 7jJi ijjlri 

c)Ul7£- L^/ M jZj*$£-'fjj [ C 9 .£j/>zJ'7 ‘^f7 

44 _^_ \JJ&j) iof*‘if )j‘/£2-yi<i—j7.j7[s£-iS’ if 

jZf £lJI?\JZ£>\?f\‘<i- jt\jZ Jl> f. (Jl?l 

: (JtZ_l/wl Jt>-(jf'fjfisij^{f £*^o)U2(}\fSi7&.^^lbjfyo)Uj; 
yJ&Z'iyJlpjbj? ?Jlf?ifiJi7J7‘ 

45 JUj JL^L/f^Ui^v 

ays? Jmu fi^f Ju/) 

if \r iZrf? iS^r-fitZ-'i jZ -7* db f-ljijfj Jf) 

1*1/1 if}7. S<Z- (£j ^ \J&7 £)/ fjf f fb*-/— 

Jr&jl (JlJhjI J* jZ Ju/, 

(/fi9r^y (ji ,_jj?Zl ->L* t/UZl o£y c/^iA <j" j£t ^ *>$*-£- tffZAsf 

:LL/^jL XjZsJ 
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ifi-CRL — i/°£.\Jyt[Si JijiijZ 

& S£lx ^ * J / 'ff* ^ <S 

47 _j^~. ' f{f\„J\ fjyiti\gjt 

viL^ivi*V(/U ' /t&j&nfbkjt'jt'’/iSjfrl/ 

->l f (J/^( JijbyGCsf.L- >-f\-<zJ? f 

^U-i if tjvlyf jUivi— i)X ^ (J? (j“k J\jf ^$6J)\-£-\dJ iL\s 

'•Ujfft’-fJf''/S^44U» k* 

( 3 kX '-T* Gy^ lTi *Mi/i -<z- &Oifci J iM’i f f* jf\ 'tjj It 

JVf _^_2 £v f isoc* jiu j jXji (/ G1979-1 903 \fc«y Jfdisjjf 

^i)ij\'/Jfjf ftfjr'if? b a~ *>ir i<L ^ cGy 6 vir 

wT ~JLlf iL-j\<L- 5vlrZl wT J'^ r Xxj\^\£i^ 0>-C/ Jx ffs_ 

:/Uj^lAcJ^ Jf\tj JG-<z~ (s' 

U~ GG 'S-CA M (Jv” 1 jy-yit^UUt^lyG* <iy' 1 ’ ly >i! (^>J 

_iy ^ ji ) J'ljf'f 1 ^>j“‘jyi iGvIr! 

^ J c/X^^wGUivii <XA A JfJ[ ^G>. Sf 

c^vii^v 2_lr// iGl' jG^irT t/y^ jivU^ -UjLj/ 
ciT/ wlX JI -£f if y uZV'&. tiGy c/u- 

4 ^-Z-sff' ifi)>A»L- 
p .y kS^y^y* jGlr cGi_ wT- <£_>? d 1 /ilA J" (^vlr vy^ ijivyjf 
StjA ijt flGiJiyim-f ^>[^){fi/i jtif >j f ij& if A cJi} <z-\\&\ 

'•Uj 1-1/ Z-xL-f^ Ui 
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—//it iji 

J£ ft i Jj c—ft bf (3 0} ; t>yi ft 

j'ltg-ij/i/i i/i) c?j\^p.L~ ^^si/ij)i‘£-jci\'i)i<L- 
iJ‘t/‘ yzijl?. ft ‘C — fjpl'faOftl J4— '\j£)j£-\j>j\)\j)\^\i\<if$\ 

S c/i ScJsftb i%> <l-clJ'<l-.\ 0 ftftuf. 

dv ^' 4 -L jIvjIIJ' c/i ft ft jt 

i/l/i i\s <jt cff/X*- ^jft r Jftdft l[ /LU^4 

5 °-t~ft / ;plj£jZ-/JlJj&j£S-^('lSlb jtjst 
c/i J^-lflt^ ^ jlr jjb ir/l^s/lf (Ja^ - vt* [S)»y^ 

a) /t>- -If2 —f ift\£ Jj ftfcLlc^ij/t sjL Jj [}ytij/ ijU^Uct C/<=— 

sJltfZJ,/ 

ftft —;b ij~ Ot^ if t^ii fttyiftiftft if&jt'iJ^l £i Uf** 

2 ^ 1 /i aj/iS^Jrj&iftfc^jy'kjtffLd^i^ftljJ’ft ;c/ f c/^ 

5 ^i< ji^cTc^^k jS ^^k J ^^<^i^ ( ci? 

si/y% J/L6vlTf^ ta /c3jt/iiri:ii^ ? .s.^ ■/ V vsis^c/bvL" 

cT^/^cT^^i-’c/c/^'** iT c/* ftt-ft-ftft? ft [pj/ijjii&O 

<-j)’ jsiftfjsitfyusid/jy* 1 ft iCiAj,I-SZ-I ft £-\s£-\j>ft ijj^tft’iftdj) 

:j'tJt<Li/l;\)s‘-<CiJy:^jlf 

c/j ftf'iyi fti~t~'fcjtSift[ftifu)iJ^b^v ftijj‘t/jt"ijl^i iJj/ 

ftif-ftft J!-ft Sft^fttftft (f~cf;\p[5/})j)lcsf b^f 2 * 
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yc>~ y^y l f d^d y ij^d^utt^ di^d y wu d~ j*& s^~ 

(^z— d\j y yy<tj'~bifti/ij/ 
cyyydij%2--\?yi\!fctjty t ^d(jJ , u'\ jj»ij\yJst&j 

Ji\i/,,\j^~{j^2^yiy^> d~(^j\[Sy djf)\J\ ^di)) ^UUZl // 

’y^/lU-^*^ dQd ddd~ dd,'^ci-dy /**-£-& yiit 

^{jf/y‘^‘d^A-^did^ZlSl — f\$s.Jl\sd- 
fjj jtl)-JL Jf.j'cfdlS^yZ'j) l^c^‘ljl} t!£L-j\£\y lScL-j\ji\l$liy 
/Aj,\jS\y (Jy*/Jlii_I ^\J>bdijy'fz'djt Jl?^^/i 

-itfZ-jtjbd 1 d-Sxj 

c/-ld^A^~lfd \diiC^ y VilwUl/^/ 2 ^ 

d^^j^ d d^ yy~ ^ o'^ } '—'d d^ d~ u*f S^iJi^d.^* d ij)d 

y.dy d u~ d* d^ y d-jt* /.-^yy^ddyyy d~y^ tv 

t>\5 y>\}\dL-\.j z^ysy ^cdtj^d 

ijfl y^i^ijlu^ dyy.Jl'd 

7j}/ dtjy'f Jg ydjjsd,Z)[p j}\ J\sjidbdyi\)ij jt i^l 

} d , 

fijjty\‘j&b'd y~y \jtid pyy^f 

i d\s dy [jz'k—) j\j y~7 j\ yy y\ 

y 11 dy-d.'tj^t'ij)v7ii)7~^:^ijd y 'jdd^y d~yy 

yydijjid d-<rrd y^ydj^yd ^ diu^y 

Sdy* y‘dj^jy^tiJyiij iJ‘2Ct»ol/ 
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